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Dr. Winget’s areas of expertise are directing and acting.  Each of these creative outlets is researched differently.  When directing a play he usually begins his research as soon as the play is chosen for production.  His initial research involves breaking the play into motivational units that aid in the understanding of the play’s structure and developing the “concept” of the play.  The concept is the visual representation of the play and allows him to begin to talk to the design team (scenic, costume, lighting and sound) to find ways of expressing that concept.  Period plays or dramas of ideas are examined as to past productions, critical reactions and initial perceptions by the production team.  This flurry of activity culminates when auditions are held and the play goes into production.  It is exciting to watch one’s research reflected in the development of an actor into a character and a bare stage into an environment with lighting, costumes and sound.  When acting a role the research is considerably more intense.  Usually a performer has the time when they are cast to the end of the rehearsal process to develop their research and have it reflected in the role they are portraying.  
Although there are many “approaches” to creating a role, Dr. Winget usually begins by developing a biography for a character creating a physiological, sociological and psychological background that serves as a framework for the “look” and the physical actions reflecting the objectives of the character within the storyline of the play.  This approach is tempered by other character reflections that make each character that he portrays unique.  Any written information, anything that one’s character says about themselves, any information the other characters reveal in their dialogue and stage directions that the author provides are usable research.  
Dr. Winget’s research methods have altered slightly over time.  In 2006, he produced the play “The Laramie Project” which is considered to be a docudrama.  He and the design team traveled to Laramie, Wyoming to interview, film and take photos of townspeople, and the landscape in that part of the country.  This information was taken back to Baldwin-Wallace College and from it was conceived a multi-media production that reflected that research in a very unique way.  
Dr. Winget has expressed much excitement about the research in his current theatrical project entitled a “Nightmare of Crime.”  Based upon an account of Jewish Sonderkommandoes at Auschwitz it tells the story of men who were forced to work for the Nazi SS taking people from transports to Auschwitz, helping them to go unknowingly into the gas chambers.  The bodies were then taken to the crematoria to be destroyed and turned to ashes.  These Sonderkommandoes wrote down their reactions and buried these writings in milk cans and canteens on the grounds of the crematoria.  He is taking these accounts and creating a multimedia play which will be produced in February and March of 2008.  He and a student scholar traveled to Dachau, Mauthausen and Auschwitz-Birkeneau during the summer of 2007 to interview, film and photograph people and places.  Research for this project continues into the fall semester of 2007 as he interviews Holocaust survivors and visits Holocaust museums around the country.  The culmination of the research will be a script as well as collaboration with his design team involving stage environment and authentic costumes.  At this point in the process, the play will be cast and begin to rehearse during the months of January and February 2008.  The play will be produced the last week of February and the first week of March 2008. 
Dr. Winget feels that one of the reasons why this research is so exciting is because he is able to gauge its effects on a live audience during a two week run of the production.  A question/answer period after each performance will give immediate feedback as to the play and productions effectiveness.  
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