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Dr. Jennifer Perry

Dr. Perry’s research in cognitive psychology targets questions related to “future memory,” an area that encompasses planning, strategizing, multitasking, interruptions, and prospective memory (remembering to do something in the future). A second line of research focuses on students’ classroom behavior and its effects on learning. Several current and future research projects are outlined below. Students working on research projects will be exposed to every aspect of the research process. Students at all levels may work on projects, including: library/internet research; developing projects; designing research methods; data collection; data entry, and writing results for papers and presentations. 

Current and Future Research Projects

Individual Differences in Cognitive Failures

Do you know someone who always forgets where his or her car is parked, accidentally throws important things away, or who constantly bumps into people? Why are some people better than others at avoiding these types of cognitive failures? Can we learn to become better at these minor failures, or is our potential determined by our cognitive abilities? These studies attempt to determine what factors underlie cognitive failures.
Perceived System Knowledge (PSK) in the College Classroom

Does a student’s understanding of the “rules” of the class effect his or her satisfaction with the course, commitment to peer learning, and perceptions of the instructor’s fairness? Does understanding the classroom rules affect what kind of classroom citizen the student will be? These studies attempt to determine what how students’ knowledge of the classroom/college system affect attitudes and behaviors.
Individual Differences in Judgment and Decision Making

Why are some people better than others at making good decisions? Why do some people have such difficulty making very simple judgments or decisions? These studies attempt to determine what factors underlie skill in judgment and decision making.
Dr. Perry’s office is located in Malicky MC 229; she can be reached by phone (826-6809) or by e-mail (jperry@bw.edu).
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