Student Scholars Program

Purpose:
This program seeks to foster student scholarship by providing travel funding to individual students that are presenting/performing their original creative or research work at a professional meeting/show.  This would include work done in collaboration with a faculty mentor.

Amount:
Eighty percent of expenses up to $500 per student, per trip may be requested.  This amount may be applied to all travel expenses (transportation, lodging, meals, etc.) as well as towards any conference registration fees or other related costs.  Students will need to maintain records of expenses (receipts) to be reimbursed.  Cash advances can be arranged if needed and a final travel expense report is required.

Selection:
Students are to complete the attached application form.  In addition, students are required to solicit faculty sponsorship by asking a faculty member to complete the faculty nomination form.  Only typed applications accompanied by faculty support forms will be considered.  These forms will be reviewed by the Faculty Affairs Advisory Committee, with the addition of two voting representatives of the Student Senate and a representative from Student Affairs.  Both fall and spring application deadlines will be announced each year.  The fall 2009 deadline is 23 Oct 2009. The spring 2010 deadline is 26 Feb 10. However, students may submit for reimbursement for travel taken in the academic year prior to the deadline or for funding for a future event within the same fiscal year (i.e., before 30 Jun 2010).  Each application will be judged on the relative merits rather than the date of the event.  

Criteria:
Priority will be given to students who have had their work accepted to an international or national level organization over regional (State) or local level meetings/shows.  The selectivity of the meeting/show will be considered.  For group projects (e.g. a paper with several co-authors) the presenting contributor will be given priority.  A student’s GPA, class standing and graduation plans may be given consideration.  However, in all cases, the scholarly contribution of the student’s work is the primary selection criterion.  Consequently, we would expect that long-term scholarly projects done in collaboration with a faculty mentor would receive funding priority over short-term independent projects (e.g. a class project/paper).  Students must be in good academic standing and enrolled at B-W at the time of their application.

Sponsors:
Funding for the Student Scholars Program comes from the Student Senate matched by contributions from the Departments of Academic Affairs and Student Affairs.  This program’s goal is to increase student travel not replace existing options, as such it is conditioned upon Student Senate maintaining current funding for student group travel.  This program is geared toward individual students. 

