Baldwin-Wallace College

Summer Scholars Program (SSP)
2010
Supported by a grant from the Codrington Foundation
Brief Description: The SSP provides an opportunity for a few Baldwin-Wallace College students to pursue research, or other creative activities, during the summer under the supervision of a member of the Baldwin-Wallace College faculty. Summer Scholars live together on campus during the summer months and pursue their own projects in the context of an intellectual community that shares seminars, field trips and access to other scholars within, and beyond, the College.

The goals of the SSP are to enrich the Baldwin-Wallace College experience by:

· Enhancing individual student mentoring by B-W faculty.

· Enhancing faculty scholarship by providing access to talented student collaborators.

· Promoting Baldwin-Wallace College core skills: Research, Problem Solving, Social Interaction, Writing, Oral Communication, Quantitative skills, and Ethical Impact of the subject matter.
· Improving Baldwin-Wallace College’s ability to attract talented students.

· Linking scholarship and teaching.

· Providing a distinctive and meaningful undergraduate learning experience.

SSP features:
· Summer Scholars pursue a project of their own design in order to learn the process of research and scholarship under the supervision of a faculty mentor.

· SSP awards are available to students pursuing any major offered at B-W.

· An SSP award of $3,000 is offered to each student. Faculty mentors receive a $1000 stipend. Up to $375 is allotted to pay for project supplies, services, or travel in direct support of the student project.

· Students and faculty applying for a ½-summer award are granted half these amounts.

· An opportunity to earn Independent Study or Field Experience credit may be arranged with the faculty mentor.
· While they are working on their summer project, SSP award winners are provided with free housing in the Student Scholars House (in cooperation with Student Affairs).
· Summer Scholars participate in activities focused on professional development as well as social interaction.

· The Summer Scholars experience concludes with a poster symposium and lunch.

· Summer Scholars may compete for travel funds (available as part of the College’s Student Scholars fund) in order to present their work at regional, national or international meetings.

SSP Guidelines
Important dates:

2 Oct 09: SSP Guidelines distributed to all B-W faculty and students

22 Oct 09, 11:45-12:45, MC222: SSP information session – open to all students and faculty.
19 Jan 10: Summer 2010 applications due (digital copy sent to amickley@bw.edu and 10 printed copies brought to the FSCS Office, Ritter Library)
Early March: Announcements of 2010 Summer Scholars

17 May 10 – 23 Jul 10: Core dates of SSP (10 weeks)
Introduction: The Summer Scholars Program aims to enhance the intellectual community at Baldwin-Wallace College by encouraging the development of a community of student and faculty scholars. It enables B-W students to pursue their research and other creative activities under the supervision of a faculty mentor. In addition to completing individual scholarly projects, Summer Scholars will also participate in training seminars and field trips, interact with other scholars and share a group living experience in the Scholars House. 
Application procedure and student eligibility: Applications may be initiated only by Baldwin-Wallace College students in good standing (minimum 2.00 G.P.A.; not on Probation, etc.) who expect to complete either their sophomore or junior year prior to the beginning of the 2010 summer session. A student must have completed at least 45 semester hours of course work at Baldwin-Wallace to be eligible for an award. Each applicant must also verify that s/he plans to spend at least one additional semester as an undergraduate student at Baldwin-Wallace College after the completion of the summer of 2010. Student applicants must agree to full-time participation (a minimum of 40 hours per week) in the SSP and agree to forego any other courses, or other employment that would interfere with the student’s full-time educational commitment during the 10-week period of participation. Alternatively, if the scholarly project warrants it, students may apply for a ½-summer award. Under this program, students may either work for 20 hours/week for the full 10-week program, or full-time for 5 weeks during the core SSP dates.
Each application must be endorsed by a B-W faculty member who agrees to serve as the mentor for the proposed project and is willing to provide appropriate supervision of the student. Faculty mentors must be available (i.e., working on campus) for at least 75% of the time the student is executing the project. Students must take the responsibility to ensure that the application and all supporting materials are submitted by the application deadline. However, it is expected that faculty members will collaborate with students in developing and submitting applications for the SSP. If a project is selected, the faculty member and student will agree upon the specific working hours of the student within the 10-week time-period of the SSP.
It is the responsibility of the faculty mentor to ensure that all required regulatory committee approvals (human subjects, vertebrate animals, recombinant DNA, etc.) are met before the project begins.
A student may submit only one application and typically only a single faculty member may be listed as the prospective mentor. If justification for more than one mentor is provided, the $1000 summer stipend will be divided appropriately among them.
Applicants must be U.S. Citizens or possess an F1 visa. Under-represented minority groups are especially encouraged to apply.

The applications will be reviewed by the Faculty Affairs Advisory Committee which will recommend specific projects for support to the Academic Dean. The Dean will make the final selection and announce the awards.

Applications forms may be found at: http://www.bw.edu/resources/dean/fscs/funding/
Student presentations:

Summer Scholars will be required to make a presentation of their project in the form of a paper, oral presentation, poster, artwork, portfolio, performance or model, etc. At the beginning of the student's participation, the student and faculty mentor should agree on the purpose and form of this product. Summer scholars will also be asked to speak about their SSP experiences to students interested in the following summer’s program as well as to prospective B-W students attending admissions events.

Evaluations: SSP participants will be asked to complete several questionnaires relative to their educational experiences and activities. At the end of the summer, they will also be requested to provide additional feedback on the SSP.

Distribution of Awards: Up to seven (7) awards will be conferred to enable work conducted May-Jul 2010.
Students may receive only one SSP award during their time at Baldwin-Wallace College and the grant must be used in the summer for which it was awarded.

The supervising faculty mentor in consultation with the student and department chair will determine the specific dates of a student’s participation during the summer of 2010. As a minimum, student will live on campus and participate in the program during the 10 weeks: 17 May 10 – 23 Jul 10. Under special circumstances, students may be permitted to live off campus during this experience - but must petition to do so as part of their application.
Tax Considerations: Although income taxes will not be withheld from SSP winners, portions of the fellowship payments may be considered taxable income by the IRS depending on how the money is used by the student. According to the IRS, tax-free portions of a student’s fellowship are those spent on "tuition and fees to enroll in the educational institution, or fees, books, supplies and equipment that are required for the courses at the educational institution" (p. 2, IRS Publication 520). Living in the Student Scholars House is a required part of the experience. Portions of the fellowship used by the student for other expenses, such as board, are considered taxable income. Each student will have to determine these items independently when they file their tax returns. For additional information, see IRS Publication 520 on Scholarships and Fellowships online.

Oversight of $375 project allowance: Each award will be accompanied by a $375 allowance for supplies, services, or travel used in direct support of the project. The faculty mentor will supervise spending from this account using standard College ordering and accounting procedures. All charges will be made against the allowance by 30 June 2010 (i.e., the end of the College’s Fiscal Year). The faculty mentor is responsible for any charges made to that account above the $375 allotted.
Applications will be evaluated based on the following factors:
· The quality of the proposed project.
· The quality of the professional development experience for both faculty and student participants.

· The evidence of strong faculty mentorship.

· The likelihood that the project can be completed within a 10-week period in the summer.

· The plan for dissemination of the project results.

· Student’s GPA.
· Professional quality of the application.

· Although secondary to project quality, the distribution of awards across disciplinary areas will also be considered.

The SSP is coordinated by the Faculty-Student Collaborative Scholarship (FSCS) Office at Baldwin-Wallace College. Questions? Contact Dr. G. Andrew Mickley: 440-826-2194, amickley@bw.edu .
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