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“Fearless Shakespeare”
BACKGROUND AND PROCESS
Dr. Susan Oldrieve and Dr. Jack Winget have been teaching ENG/THE 463 Acting Shakespeare at Baldwin-Wallace College for over 20 years.  The course is team taught with equal time given to research, writing and performance.  Academically successful and process oriented, the course has proven popular fare with both the English and Theatre students.  The course population averages twenty students from both majors.  The course is taught every other academic year with the focus on one of Shakespeare’s comedies or tragedies.  Spring semester 2009 marks the next scheduled time for the course to be taught.  It will involve a study of Two Gentlemen of Verona, through discussion, writing and performance.  Optional field trips to Blackfriar’s Theatre in Staunton, Virginia, the Shaw Festival and the Great Lakes Theater Festival will be available to the students of the class as additional learning opportunities.  Off campus teaching/learning opportunities are also available with students from Lincoln West High School.  The college students are able to interact with high school students sharing their new found skills in acting and researching roles in Shakespeare and helping the Lincoln West students stage their own Shakespeare production.  The high school students will also be taken to Baldwin-Wallace to see a final rehearsal of Two Gentlemen of Verona.
The following process is the usual course outline:

a) Reading and discussion of the play, Two Gentlemen of Verona.
b) Audition process involving each student with a “prepared audition piece” as well as a “cold reading” from the play.

c) Each student is cast in a major or minor role in the play.

d) A concept and stage environment is chosen with student input.

e) Play is discussed completely in terms of theme/super objective, Character meaning, historical context and style of production.

f) Rehearsal process is begun with due dates established for “lines learned”.
g) Blocking the play is begun with students responsible for their movement and business based upon the research and understanding of the play.

h) Character analysis is assigned for each character portrayed.

i) Voice and movement workshops are scheduled for students.

j) Stage combat workshops are scheduled for students.

k) Polishing rehearsals are established in the performance space with costume and properties.

l) Final performance scheduled with invited audience.

m) Evaluation of the process and each student’s involvement.

TIME SCHEDULE:


The time schedule will follow the 16 week schedule, meeting Monday and Wednesday between 3:00 and 4:30 p.m.  Occasional Friday afternoons between 3:00 and 5:00 p.m. will be scheduled for additional workshops or rehearsals.  The final performance will be held during the course time allotted for final exams.
FACULTY-STUDENT COLLABORATION:

Ms. Courtney Vatis and Ms. Elizabeth Winland are two students selected to participate in the Faculty-Student Collaboration process.  Dr. Jack Winget will be the primary faculty advisor with Dr. Susan Oldrieve serving as a secondary advisor.  Courtney and Elizabeth have taken the class in 2006-07 and will serve as student advisors as Dr. Winget and Dr. Oldrieve begin to organize the fall semester 2008.  They will attend each class and workshop as they develop research, writing and performance skills.  They will also assist and organize rehearsal schedules, space, costume and set requirements.  Courtney and Elizabeth will develop their own research, writing and performance skills as they learn the skills necessary to interact and collaborate with the class.  An experiential class requires definite skills.  The end result is to create a sense of “ensemble” with the class/cast.  This is analogous with team-work in athletics and without this, sometimes, nebulous quality, the class can and will fail.  Dr. Oldrieve and Dr. Winget expect that the collaboration with Courtney and Elizabeth will result in an article in a publication entitled Shakespeare in the Classroom. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE:

The learning objectives for Courtney and Elizabeth are as follows:

a) Evaluation and review of past ENG/THE 463 classes.
b) Select appropriate monologue material for class audition.

c) Create a time-lone/rehearsal schedule for the class.

d) Work with selected class members to prepare and provide methods of auditioning and creating a role.

e) Contact vocal and movement specialists for special workshops.

f) Conduct special workshops in improvisation and building a character for the actor.

g) Conduct staging rehearsals.

h) Create a rehearsal/performance log that will serve as a basis for a joint article.

i) Meet with Dr. Winget weekly to evaluate the progress of the week.

j) Write and submit article for publication (with Dr. Oldieve and Dr. Winget’s approval)

PROJECT SUCCESS:

a) Written and oral critiques of the final performance by audience members.

b) Written and oral critiques of the class and rehearsal process by class members.

c) Written and oral critiques of the course professors.

d) Acceptance of article describing the process of teaching/learning process of Shakespearean play.

DISSEMINATION:

The final performance will be made public with invited guests from the academic community.  Audience members will be asked to respond orally and in written form.

ACCOMODATION:

The Theatre Department will accommodate the rehearsal space needed to hold class, rehearse and perform the class project.  They will also make resources available to the students, ie props, costumes and space.  No classes will be canceled or rearranged.
