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Proposal for Faculty-student Collaboration (ENG 259/359/459)

Faculty Name: Susan Oldrieve
Academic Department: English
Student name(s): Joanna Wright Smith
Number of credits to be earned by each student: 3 credits
Project title: Imitatio Morum:  Unlocking Spenser’s Allegory
-------------------------------------------------
Please describe the scholarly background that brings you to work on this project (e.g., provide a brief literature review).

This work began as part of my dissertation, and on sabbatical last fall I began updating it and developing it into a book focusing on Edmund Spenser’s The Faerie Queene.  I am now preparing a book proposal for Julian Lethbridge, editor of the Spenser project at the University of Manchester press.  Joanna will be collaborating with me to continue updating our lit review and to prepare the book proposal.  I do have a 17 page annotated bibliography of work done in this area since the publication of C.S. Lewis’s The Allegory of Love in 1936, and can send it to you if you would like to see it. But in the interest of keeping this proposal to a reasonable length, suffice it to say that Spenser’s The Faerie Queene has been a subject of scholarly study for over 60 years and that the question of how to “read” the characters in it and define its allegory has been and continues to be central to questions of interpretation.
Describe the methods and procedures that will be employed. 
Joanna will use the MLA Bibliography database to search out relevant articles on the topic published since 2005.  We will then work together on those articles to update update the annotated bibliography I am compiling.

We will then work together to consider the current questions on Spenser’s Faerie Queene and determine how the information I acquired about 16th century characterization during my dissertation research can be deployed to contribute to that scholarly discourse.

We will then devise an outline for the book and prepare a book proposal to be sent to the University of Manchester press and other possible sources of publication. 

Provide a time schedule for the project.  We will have the book proposal completed by May 15, 2008.
What is the nature of the expected faculty-student interactions? State how this collaboration will work. Describe expectations for authorship, if appropriate.

Joanna and I have been working together for two years, and she helped me prepare a book chapter on “Teaching the Middle Ages” last spring, for which work I have named her second author. She primarily found sources, but also wrote some sections of the article. 
This Spenser project will work similarly. Joanna will read and discuss articles with me and together we will shape the outline for the book which I began working on last fall, and write the proposal for the University of Manchester press.  Since Joanna is graduating in the spring, her work on this project will be limited to the book proposal, but that will entail aiding me in outlining the book and writing summaries of each proposed chapter.  Since I would like this book to be accessible to undergraduates as well as to 16th century scholars, I look forward to having Joanna’s perspective to help me shape my approach and argument.

 Since Joanna is graduating in the spring and has plans to attend seminary, it is unlikely that she’ll be able to continuing working on the book as it is actually written, but I will certainly acknowledge there her work in helping me to research and shape the argument.

State the learning objectives of the project (consistent with the program goals – see FSC proposal writing instructions). 
Joanna will

· Learn how to write a scholarly book proposal

· Observe interactions between a scholar and a potential editors

· Develop a deep understanding of allegory


· Develop a deep understanding of 16th century literary character theory and 

practice

· Develop a deep understanding of Edmund  Spenser’s The Faerie Queene as a 

work of literature, an allegory, and an expression of beliefs, prejudices, and ideals of Elizabethan England as expressed by an English colonist and ambitious courtier in Ireland.

This project meets the goals of the FCSC program in the following ways.
· To encourage and support faculty-student collaborators as they tackle the inquiry-based, unscripted problems typical of research, scholarship and other creative endeavors. 

This project is very typical of research projects in my field. Having a student collaborator on this project will strengthen the readability and relevance of my work to young scholars and so will be extremely valuable both to me personally and to the profession as a whole.  Learning to write a book proposal and working with publishers to negotiate issues of market relevance and competition for publication will be valuable to Joanna as she continues her scholarly work in seminary. And I will very much appreciate the additional motivation and support that working with an enthusiastic young scholar will give me on this project. I know that I would be less motivated to see this project through to completion without the inspiration that a student collaborator will bring to the work. This collaboration will be of great intellectual benefit to both me and, I hope, Joanna.
· To facilitate the engagement of students and faculty in the deep learning required for the creation, practice, and sharing of knowledge or works in their area of professional study.

There is little opportunity for students in our program to study the works of Edmund Spenser in any depth. The Faerie Queen gets about 3 days of study in our Survey of British Literature I, and twice in the last 23 years I’ve taught a course in Sidney and Spenser that allows us to look at Spenser’s work in some depth, but that course is taught no more than every 4 years and will either be dropped or taught even less frequently now that we are reducing our upper level offerings to help tighten the college budget.  So this project will give Joanna the opportunity to study in depth a Protestant religious text and great epic work that she otherwise might not be exposed to.
· To use research, scholarship and other creative endeavors to develop and exercise the B-W core skills.

Joanna will be learning to write a book proposal and so deploying the core skill of writing and research in a way most undergraduates do not have an opportunity to do.

· To provide students and faculty with sufficient contact outside the classroom so that they feel a professional connection to each other in the context of collaborative scholarly work.

Joanna and I have already begun to develop that professional connection in working together on the “Teaching the Middle Ages” chapter and the Un-Covering Anglo-Saxon Literature website.  This project will allow us as a team to take on a most challenging project, learn along with and from each other, and produce a much better product than I could do alone.

How will you determine if the project has been successful? List the tools and procedures that will be used to assess the project outcomes.
We will update the annotated bibliography with all articles published since 2005 and the book proposal itself by May 15.
State the means of dissemination planned and the method of obtaining peer review.
We will send the book proposal to the University of Manchester press for review by Julian Lethbridge and revise it according to his suggestions.  We will also consider whether to submit it to other presses, depending in part upon Professor Lethbridge’s expression of interest.
Indicate how the department will accommodate this project and if any classes will need to be canceled or rearranged.
Susan will take on the extra credit hour as overload, and no classes will need to be canceled or rearranged.
