
Brief Biography

Sandra Scarr is Professor of Psychology emerita, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA, where she was Commonwealth Professor of Psychology from 1983 to 1995.  From 1977 to 1983, Scarr was Professor of Psychology at Yale University and from 1973 to 1977, Professor of Child Psychology at the University of Minnesota.  From August 1993 to July 1994, Scarr was the Kerstin Hesselgren Visiting Professor in Sweden, where she was affiliated for periods of the year with Gothenburg, Stockholm, and Uppsala Universities.  She was educated at Vassar College and Harvard University, where she earned the Ph.D. in Psychology and Social Relations in 1965.

From 1995 to 1997, Dr. Scarr served as Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of the Board of Directors of KinderCare Learning Centers, Inc., the largest child care company in the United States.  Since 1990, Scarr has served on the KinderCare Board of Directors, and she was elected Chairman of the Board in July 1994.  After retiring as CEO, she remained a Director of the Company until December 1999.

Her research on behavior genetics, intelligence, and child development has been published in more than 200 articles and four books on intelligence, child care, and family issues.  In 1985, she won the National Book Award of the American Psychological Association for Mother Care/Other Care.  She has received two awards for her research contributions: The Distinguished Contributions to Research and Public Policy award (American Psychological Association, 1989) and the James McKeen Cattell Award (American Psychological Society, 1993).

She has been elected a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Association for the Advancement of Science, the American Psychological Society, and the American Psychological Association.  She has been elected by her colleagues to many posts in professional organizations, including the Boards of Directors of the American Psychological Society and the American Psychological Association, to the Council of AAAS, to the Presidency of the Society for Research in Child Development and the Behavior Genetics Association, to the Chairmanship of the Council of Graduate Departments of Psychology, and to the Executive Boards of several other organizations.  From May 1996 to May 1997, she served as President of the American Psychological Society.

Sandra Scarr was co-Editor of the journal Current Directions in Psychological Science (1991-1995), Editor of Developmental Psychology (1980-1986), Associate Editor of the American Psychologist (1976-1980), and served on the editorial boards of several other journals.

In addition to her academic activities, she has served on the Steering Committee on Prevention Research for the National Institute of Mental Health, and has consulted with dozens of organizations to improve early education, child care, and family relations.

Her family consists of four children, three daughters and a son -- who range in age from 28 to 39 -- and four delightful grandchildren.  In May 2000, she moved to a 5-acre coffee farm in Holualoa and sells 100% Kona coffee.  The household contains three Papillions, a Labrador retriever, and hundreds of orchids
� For additional details, see Who’s Who in America.





