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INTRODUCTION

T
he organ built 1696–1707  under Johann Christoph Bach’s2

direction for the Georgenkirche in Eisenach has long been of
interest to Bach scholars. Because of the parallels that can be

drawn between Christoph Bach’s project and Johann Sebastian
Bach’s own proposal for renovations in Mühlhausen, it has been
suggested that Sebastian Bach must have learned much about the art
of organ building from Christoph Bach in Eisenach, whether while
he was still a child and living in Eisenach, or afterward from visits one
assumes he must have made to examine and play the new organ.  The3

organ took on more topical interest when its disposition was
recreated in the Bach organ built by Gerald Woehl in 2000 for the
Thomaskirche in Leipzig.

Johann Christoph Bach (1624–1703) was appointed town
organist in Eisenach in 1665. He or his assistant was expected to be
present for all services on Sundays, feasts, and celebratory days, as
well as on weekdays, and to play the organ during choraliter as well as


	Page 1

