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Bachs fateinivhe Kirchenmusi {Doar Ba:/J-Haﬂd!mc/J, vol. 2), Editors,
Reinmar Emans and Sven Hiemke(Laabey: Laaber~Veﬂag, 2007)

This book is part of the seven-volume Bach-Handbug) currently
being published by Laaber—VerIag. As usual with such latge-scale
Projects, the series has been unfolding at 5 leisurely pace, starting
more than a decade 480 with a Bach-I exikon (@ collection of hief

extra chapters on matters of performance Practice (“Bachg
Aufﬁihrungsbedingungen and Bachs Instrumentarium”), aswellasap
€853y on Bach’s historica context (“Kirchenmusik i den siichsischen
Metropolen”) anda promising but too-shogt reflection on “Bach und
die Parodie,”

The best part of the bogk is, rather Surprisingly, the tangential
material. Bernd Heyder contributes a very informative 70-page guide
to Bach’s instrumental palette and how it Wwasused in practice, [{e also
does a good job of untangling the wel, of conflicting evidence about
Bacl’s singers and how they petformed. He sums up the issues gt

biographer as “Jeer und éde.” and bya 19th-century American musjc
critic as “possessing no dramatic character and incapable of conveying




