What is CLAC?

The longstanding Languages Across the Curriculum (LAC) movement is built upon a simple primary concept: Students
should have multiple opportunities to apply their knowledge of languages in a variety of curricular contexts beyond the
traditional language classroom. Cultures
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(CLAC) builds upon this basic idea: /What does CLAC look like? \
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CLAC is not synonymous with Content-

Based Instruction. While CBI puts content at the service of language learning, CLAC engages languages and intercultural

perspectives to achieve a better and more multi-faceted understanding of content. It is also not just another call to
bring culture into the language classroom. While CLAC practitioners applaud the move away from the traditional
literature-focused approach to language learning, CLAC focuses less on bringing disciplinary content or culture into the
language classroom (“the curriculum across the languages,” if you will) than on assimilating languages and cultures into
instruction and research across a wide range of disciplinary and interdisciplinary contexts.

What are the Origins of LAC and CLAC?

LAC shares a philosophical and pedagogical foundation with Writing Across the Curriculum and other “across the
curriculum” movements that gained popularity in the 1970s-1980s, in that it emphasizes a means of communication in
the creative and active understanding of course content. In 1989, Richard Lambert, then director of the National




Foreign Language Center, argued that language instruction in the U.S. was too often seen as a goal in itself: “This
argument resembles that used for universal science education aimed at producing scientific literacy, not the ability to
‘do’ science” (Opening Keynote Address, CALICO 1989, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs'). The challenge of
helping students “do” languages was picked up by others in the 1990s, as evidenced by the FIPSE-funded ACE project
“Net Gain” (1996)" and ACE’s “Next Steps for Languages Across the Curriculum” (1998)", as well as by the development

of LAC programs at institutions including Earlham College, St.

Olaf College, the University of Rhode Island, and Binghamton

N ol
f \ University.
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information about the CLAC mission and
philosophy, as well as highlight best practices. Consortium
\ J members are also committed to promoting the goals of CLAC
and supporting fellow practitioners by hosting national
conferences, including CLAC 2008 at UNC-Chapel Hill and
2009, to be at Baldwin-Wallace College. Future Consortium projects may include the pursuit of collaborative grants, the

disseminate

development and publication of CLAC teaching materials and resources, and the establishment of a mentor network in
support of new and nascent CLAC programs. All attendees at this year’s conference are strongly encouraged to consider
becoming members of the CLAC Consortium.
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